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1.0 Introduction 

 

This report provides a summary of key issues affecting landscape design development for the 

Keeraun Social Housing Scheme.  

 

2.0 Project Brief 

 

In general, the development is intended to provide a high-quality residential scheme of 71no. social 

houses, 8 of which are to be designed as traveller appropriate accommodation. There is a 

requirement for the traveller housing to be somewhat integrated but secluded from the remainder of 

the scheme. The use of landscaping for seclusion and privacy of the traveller element of the scheme 

is a main focus of the landscaping strategy 

 

3.0 Constraints 

 

Key issues affecting landscape design are as follows: 

• The need to adequately address the significant setback required along the Ballymoneen 

Road to facilitate future road upgrade works 

• The need to screen and soften the high enclosing wall required for privacy of the traveller 

site along the main access road into the estate 

• The need to protect and enclose the ESB pole and stay wires located in the open space of 

the traveller site and adhere to the required restrictions around said pole 

• The need to visually screen the proposed N6 Galway City Ring Road running along the 

eastern boundary of the site immediately adjacent to the proposed public amenity space for 

the scheme 

• The need to create linkages to lands north and south of the subject site and in particular 

linkage to the proposed Greenway to the north eastern corner 

• The need to provide an aesthetically pleasing public amenity space that is useable by 

residents of all ages and levels of physical ability 

• The need to deal with the significantly undulating topography of the site with pink granite 

outcrops immediately under the surface in places whilst other areas have significant depths 

of marshy peat adjacent to a small land drain that traverses the site from north to south 

• The need to mitigate against impacts on local flora and fauna and create a landscaped 

scheme that will encourage biodiversity throughout the site.  

 

4.0 Landscape Masterplan 

 

4.1 Site Layout 

 

The housing layout has been developed to provide a legible and accessible residential environment 

which meets the development density stated in the project brief while remaining compatible with the 

local semi-rural setting in the suburbs of Galway city. The layout is generally composed of a series of 

terraced housing blocks arranged around a central green area that will serve as the public amenity 

space for the scheme overlooked by more than 70% of the residential units. The traveller houses are 

clustered in the northern corner of the site as required by the proposed residents, arranged around 

their own functional, mainly hard landscaped amenity space. The development is permeable and 

facilitates good pedestrian movement throughout, with good potential for pedestrian, cycle, and 

vehicular linkages north and south in keeping with the wider planning strategy for the overall area 

development. 

 

Landscape inputs have focused on providing screening and shelter in required areas, using a good 

mix of local plant species that will assimilate themselves into the rural context and add to the bio 

diversity of the area. In other areas such as along the Ballymoneen Road and throughout the central 
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public amenity space, planting and landscape have been used for visual interest, working with the 

existing topography as closely as possible, and reusing granite boulders excavated during 

construction to reinsert as natural landscape features. Natural features will also be used for informal 

play and seating throughout the central amenity space.  

 

It is inevitable that the removal of a certain amount of existing scrub and hedgerow will be required to 

facilitate the proposed development. Such occurrences reflect the challenges encountered in 

developing sites of this nature, but every effort has been made to minimise impacts on landscape. 

 

4.2 Site & Plot Boundaries 

 

The existing site boundaries are defined by a relatively recently built stone faced boundary wall to the 

north, a new post and wire fence boundary defining the N6 road corridor to the east, and original 

overgrown field boundaries to the south and west. 

 

The proposed boundary treatments are outlined on Architect’s drwg no. 2633-KEE-COA-00-ZZ-DR-

A-0516. The existing northern boundary will remain in place along its entire length. Isolated sections 

of this wall, as indicated on the drawing, will be removed if the lands to the north are developed, to 

allow vehicular and pedestrian connectivity to the subject scheme. The eastern boundary along the 

N6 will be defined by a 1.8m high metal railing with a generous depth of dense screen planting that 

over time will develop into a green wall to visually screen the N6 from the public amenity space. The 

southern field boundary will be removed and replaced with a 2.1m high fairfaced block wall boundary 

to separate rear gardens from the proposed development to the south. A removeable metal post and 

wire mesh fence is proposed at two points along the boundary to allow for possible future connectivity 

to lands to the south. Towards the front of the site, forward of any proposed development, the existing 

field boundary will be allowed remain. The Ballymoneen Road boundary to the west will be completely 

removed to allow for safe access and egress from the site entrance. The boundary to the north of the 

main estate access point, will be replaced by a 2.4m high stone faced wall enclosing the traveller site, 

set back 8m from the existing Ballymoneen road edge. To the south, a 3 storey apartment unit will 

directly address the Ballymoneen Road, set behind the landscaped verge. This 8m verge along the 

Ballymoneen Road will be landscaped with planted drumlins interspersed with granite boulders 

removed from the site during site excavations to create a visually interesting, biodiverse habitat of 

plants and wildlife in keeping with the existing rural character of the area. This verge will allow for 

future upgrade works to the Ballymoneen Road.   

 

Plot boundaries will be 2.1m high plastered block walls where they are adjacent to public spaces, 

2.1m high fairfaced block where they are between blocks of houses, and 1.8m high concrete post 

with infill concrete panel where they are between units. 2.4m high enclosing walls along the main 

access road towards the front of the site will be stone faced on their public side with climbing plants 

at their base to give the impression over time of a natural field boundary.       

 

4.3 Open Space 

 

The main open space for the development is provided towards the rear of the site, where it is easily 

accessible and overlooked by more than 70% of the residential units in the scheme. The open space 

will follow as much as possible the existing topography, using the natural slope for tiered informal 

seating and informal play. The area will be zoned to provide a range of amenities for all age profiles, 

using natural features for informal play and seating where appropriate. The largest central area over 

the underground attenuation tank will be designated as an informal kick-about space, there is a formal 

single hoop half court basketball area to the east doubling as a hangout space for teenage kids, a 

screen planted seating area to the east for older people to congregate, and an informal play area for 

younger kids, centrally located where they can be supervised from the seating area. A series of 

pathways wind through the entire open space and link to the northern and southern boundaries. 
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These are intended to provide for both cycle and pedestrian linkage through the site and on to the 

Keeraun Boithrin proposed as a future Greenway in the GCC Development Plan. 

 

To the immediate south west of the public space it is proposed to locate the ESB Substation for the 

development, where it will be visually screened with fast growing planting. 

 

Within the traveller site, there is a separate extent of open space around which the houses are 

clustered. This space has been developed through consultation with the traveller community and is 

much more utilitarian hard surfaced space suitable for use as a utilities yard and circulation space for 

larger vehicles. Due to the low traffic speeds associated with a cul-de-sac, it can also be used as a 

hard surfaced play area for kids. A small seating area is proposed adjacent to this space for informal 

community gatherings or parent supervision.     

 

4.4 Circulation 

 

The development is provided with a simple and logical road network allowing a rationalised provision 

of mainly shared on street parking within close proximity of all units. Pedestrian footpaths run adjacent 

to at least one side of all access roads providing safe pedestrian passage north south and east west 

through the scheme. Raised crossing points are provided both as a traffic calming measure along 

straight runs of roadway and also to further provide for safe pedestrian movement along desired 

routes through the scheme. Cycle movement is intended for the most part to be shared with vehicular 

road network with the exception of the north south route through the open space that is intended to 

eventually link the proposed development to the south with the proposed Greenway to the north. 

Some of this route is a designated cycle route and some shared with pedestrians. The Local Area 

Plan aspiration for permeability through adjacent housing developments has been carefully 

considered, with road network, pedestrian pathways, and underground utilities brought right up to the 

existing site boundaries to the north and south. Temporary boundary treatments are proposed at 

these points that can be removed with relative ease if circumstances allow such connection to be 

realised at a future date. 

 

4.5 Hard Landscape 

 

Hard landscape materials have been selected with quality, robustness and ease of maintenance in 

mind. Hot rolled asphalt will be used for road surfaces while selected sections will be highlighted with 

coloured chippings and finished out as raised tables for traffic calming purposes. The northern leg of 

roadway along the public amenity space will also be surfaced in coloured asphalt, raised to footpath 

level, to achieve a seamless transition from road to landscape. This is proposed in the spirit of 

providing “Homezone” areas within the scheme.  

 

Car parking bays will be enclosed by edging kerbs and finished out with coloured asphalt for visual 

interest and contrast. 

 

All footpaths along road edges and through the central open space will have a brushed concrete 

finish. This will allow for ease of movement through the open space for elderly and wheelchair bound, 

and also allows the pathways be used as an informal skateboard facility for younger people. 

 

Where on-street parking is provided, the front curtilage of units will have a brushed concrete surface 

finish to paths and bin stores. Where on-curtilage parking is provided, this will have a coloured asphalt 

finish. 

 

A privacy strip of planting along the footpath edge has been provided outside ground floor bedroom 

windows wherever required.    
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Private amenity space of the traveller houses will be provided with a brushed concrete surface finish 

as requested by proposed residents to achieve a low maintenance private space.  

 

4.6 Soft Landscaping 

 

The planting schedule for the scheme is set out on Landscape Architect drawing no. 21-009-PP-01-

I, and shows a good mix of native groundcover, shrub, and tree species as required for visual interest 

of privacy screening. Existing trees and shrubs along boundaries and throughout open space areas 

will be assessed prior to construction and retained as appropriate. 

 

As outlined in earlier sections, the extensive verge along Ballymoneen Road will be landscaped with 

planted drumlins to create a visually interesting, sympathetic, and uninhabitable boundary treatment 

along a sensitive area of the site. This solution has been discussed and approved in principal with 

GCC planning and roads departments. 

 

The verge along the main access road will be densely planted with shrub, climbers, and intermittent 

tree species to soften this boundary and over time allow it develop the aesthetic of a natural field 

boundary. The wall will undulate along its plan length to provide deeper packets of planting adjacent 

to ground floor gable ends of the traveller houses to add visual interest along the length of the wall.    

 

4.7 Maintenance & Management 

 

Design development has aimed to avoid overly complex landscape detailing which would require 

onerous maintenance inputs for soft and hard landscapes and present challenges for handover to 

and management by the client. 

 

• Permeable paving has been avoided throughout as it requires significant maintenance 

• Semi mature established plant species will be provided to reduce risk of failure or damage 

• Low maintenance ground cover will be provided to planting beds 

 

4.8 Health & Safety 

 

In general, landscape design has focused on providing useable and safe open spaces and street 

environments accommodating openness and good visibility. An important design objective has been 

to avoid the formation of anti-social spaces. This is reflected in the proposed layout which provides 

for excellent passive surveillance of all public open spaces. 

 

The planting also, has been considered to avoid any hazard of sickness through ingestion or injury 

by way of scraps or cuts. 

 

The reason for infill of the existing stream is in part related to health and safety concerns. The original 

intention was to retain this watercourse as a visual amenity feature around which the open space was 

developed. However, on further assessment of site levels it became apparent that the level difference 

between stream invert and proposed adjacent ground level was such that it would pose a significant 

risk of injury through falling or even drowning. The required barrier protection to eliminate this risk 

would have significantly lessened the amenity provided by the stream and would in effect reduce the 

overall recreational scope of the space.    

 

4.9 Sustainable Design / Biodiversity 

 

Proposed new planting throughout the site will also add to the biodiversity potential of the area as 

well as providing seasonal interest and variation. The emphasis is on the use of native species where 

possible and the careful selection of trees for compatibility with the size of available spaces. 
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Judiciously placed flowering shrub and groundcover planting will enhance the biodiversity potential 

of the site, chosen to provide year-round interest and variation. 

 

The planting plan for the site has been developed in response to mitigation measures outlined in 

section 6 of the Biodiversity Assessment Report prepared by Ecofact Environmental Consultants and 

included with the planning submission.  

 

An extensive buffer zone of native woodland planting is proposed along the eastern boundary, and 

all planting throughout the scheme will be of native species, chosen to be pollinator friendly and 

encourage biodiversity. A certain amount of wild meadow is proposed within the open spaces where 

appropriate to create natural habitats for local fauna. 

 

It should be noted that due to health and safety concerns outlined above as well as financial viability, 

it has been decided not to retain the existing stream that crosses the site. Likewise it is not intended 

to create a pond feature as suggested in the Biodiversity report. 

 

4.10 Site Furniture 

 

A limited amount of site furniture is proposed adjacent to public open space to provide for the needs 

of elderly residents, for which informal natural features would not be suitable. Where provided this 

furniture will be selected for its robustness and longevity minimising need for repairs, replacements 

and general maintenance. 

 

5.0 Summary 

 

The scheme as proposed is the result of an integrated design process informed by reference to 

consultation with Recreation & Amenity Department of Galway City Council. 

 

It is anticipated that the landscape design considerations incorporated into the scheme as outlined 

above will create an inclusive, biodiverse and aesthetically pleasing development with a high level of 

residential amenity.  

 

Full scale details of the landscape layout and planting schedule for the scheme are included 

separately with A3 reproductions appended to this report for ease of legibility.   

 



APPENDIX A 

Masterplan & Details 

(A3 Reductions) 











 

APPENDIX B 

Planting Plan 

 





 

 




