Minutes of the Adjourned Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council
held in the Council Chamber, City Hall and Online via MS Teams
on Monday 18" November 2024 at 3.00p.m.

Presiding ClIr. P. Keane, Mayor of the City of Galway

Present Councillors: A. Cheevers, J. Connolly, M. Cubbard, A. Curran, F.
(Elected Members) Fahy, J. Forde, S. Forde, E. Hoare, D. Lyons, J. McDonagh, D.
McDonnell, N. McNelis, T. O’Flaherty, E. Seoighthe

Present (virtually) Councillors: H. Ogbu

Present (Executive) | Mr. L. Cleary, Chief Executive

Ms. P. Philbin, Director of Services
Mr. P. Greene, Director of Services
Ms. H. Kilroy, Director of Finance

Mr. D. Pender, Director of Services
Ms. L. Fanning, A/Director of Services
Ms. F. Holland, Senior Engineer

Ms. A. Rohan, Meetings Administrator
Ms. A. Kenny, Administrative Officer

Apologies Clirs. A. Burke, C. Higgins

Note: The Minutes of the Meeting and Agenda items are recorded in the order of
their consideration.

Ms. A. Rohan, Meetings Administrator commenced the meeting with a statement of
intent to conduct the business of the meeting in line with Standing Orders followed
by a moment of silent reflection.

ClIr. N. McNelis expressed condolences to the family and friends of Judy Greene,
RIP. Judy was a well-known artist, based in Galway City. Judy's workshop 'Judy
Greene Pottery', situated on Kirwan’s Lane, has been a beacon of creativity and
craftsmanship since it opened in 1982. ClIr. N. McNelis added that Judy did so much
for businesses in the city centre and that she will be a huge loss for the city. He
proposed that we pass on our condolences to Judy’s family and friends. This was
Seconded by Mayor P. Keane and agreed.

. Disclosure of Conflict of Interest (Section 177 of the Local Government Act
2001 as amended.

Mayor P. Keane referred Members to agenda item 1 and invited comments. There
were no conflicts of interests declared.

. Confirmation of Minutes

(a) Adjourned Special Meeting to agree the LPT held on 14th October 2024
Mayor P. Keane referred Members to agenda item 2(a) and invited comments.

There were no matters of accuracy or matters arising.
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Proposed By: Clir. D. Lyons Seconded By: ClIr. S. Forde
2(a) Adjourned Special Meeting to agree the LPT held on 14th October 2024

The minutes of the Adjourned Special Meeting to agree the LPT were agreed
and adopted.

(b) Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council held on 14th October 2024
Mayor P. Keane referred Members to agenda item 2(b) and invited comments.

Proposed By: Clir. J. Connolly Seconded By: Clir. N. McNelis

2(b) Draft minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Galway City Council held on 14th
October 2024

The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 14/10/2024 were agreed and
adopted.

Mayor P. Keane invited matters of accuracy and matters arising.

Under matters of accuracy, Clir. J. Connolly referred to page 4 of the draft minutes
and to his request for a breakdown of expenditure on agency expenses. He clarified
that he requested a breakdown of the full expenditure of €17 million and not just the
increase of €2.5 million.

Matters arising were as follows:

Clir. J. Connolly referred to the implementation of the new bus network and asked
that the NTA be invited to attend a Council meeting to discuss this matter.

Clir. D. Lyons referred to the SPC meetings and that a schedule of meetings was to
be circulated to Members. He also asked the executive what efforts had been made
in relation to the NTA attending a Council meeting.

Clir. D. McDonnell referred to the recent workshop with the NTA and to the queries
submitted to the NTA and asked when Members will receive responses.

The executive responded to queries raised.

Mr. D. Pender informed Members that the NTA have committed to attending a
council meeting and that he hopes to have responses to questions raised very soon.

Under clarifications, ClIr. A Curran referred to the property briefing workshop and
asked if the slides could be circulated to Members.

ClIr. J. Connolly proposed that the implementation of the new bus network be placed
on the next meeting agenda. This was Seconded by ClIr. D. Lyons and agreed.

. Business Prescribed by Statute
(a) Plan of Strategic Priority Projects for Galway City Council 2024-2029

Page 2 of 6



Mayor P. Keane referred Members to agenda item 3(a) and invited comments.
A number of queries were raised by Members and responded to by the Executive.
Clir. J. Connolly requested that Light Rail be an item for discussion at a future
meeting. ClIr. J. McDonagh proposed that a presentation be given to Members on

Light Rail and from the Gluas Group. This was Seconded by Clir. T' O’Flaherty.

Mayor P. Keane suggested a workshop be organised for Members on Light Rail and
Gluas, instead of attending a council meeting. This was agreed.

Clir. N. McNelis referred to flood management in the city and requested that Galway
Harbour Company be invited to a meeting over the next quarter to give Members an
update on the Harbour Strategy.

Mayor P. Keane called for a Proposer and Seconder for agenda item 3(a).

Proposed By: Clir. D. Lyons Seconded By: Clir. D. McDonnell
3(a) Plan of Strategic Priority Projects for Galway City Council 2024-2029

The Plan of Strategic Priority Projects for Galway City Council 2024-2029
was noted and agreed.

(b) Strategic Policy Committee Membership (for noting)
Mayor P. Keane referred Members to agenda item 3(b) and invited comments.
ClIr. D. Lyons referred to the draft SPC Standing Orders which were circulated to

Members recently and proposed that the quorum be amended to 2 Councillors and 2
Members. This was Seconded by Clir. D. McDonnell and agreed.

Proposed By: Clir. D. Lyons Seconded By: Clir. D. McDonnell
3(b) Strategic Policy Committee Membership

The Strategic Policy Committee Membership was noted.

. Reports of Committee Meetings
(a) Draft note of Corporate Policy Group meeting held on 4th November 2024

Mayor P. Keane referred Members to agenda item 4(a) and invited comments.
A number of queries were raised by Members and responded to by the Executive.

Mayor P. Keane called for a Proposed and Seconded for agenda item 4(a).
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Proposed By: Clir. D. Lyons Seconded By: Clir. D. McDonnell
4(a) Draft note of Corporate Policy Group meeting held on 4th November 2024

The notes of the CPG meeting were noted.

5. Consideration of Reports of Officials
(a) Chief Executive’s Report for November 2024

Mayor P. Keane referred Members to agenda item 5(a) and invited comments.
A number of queries were raised by Members and responded to by the Executive.

ClIr. A. Curran referred to Galway City Councils new website and asked if the council
meetings page could be placed in a more prominent position on the website. Clir. A.
Curran also suggested that the CE Monthly Management Report should be made
available on our social media channels to promote the positive work of the City
Council.

Several Members referred to the issue of porridge around the city and the problems

it is causing for business owners and the public and asked the Executive to liaise
with the HSE on this matter.

6. Notice of Motions

Mayor P. Keane referred Members to agenda item 6 and to NOM Ref. 46/2024 and
invited comments.

Mayor P. Keane called for a show of hands in favour of NOM 46/2024.

NOM 46/2024

Submitted by Clir. T. O’Flaherty on 07/10/2024

Seconded by: Clir. D. Lyons

| call on the City Council to include funding in the 2025 budget towards a
dog park for Galway City. There have been requests to have such a facility
whereby dog owners can bring their dogs to exercise in a dedicated park.

In favour: 12 Against: 0  Abstain: 0 Absent: 0 Present: 12
This motion was unanimously carried.

Mayor P. Keane referred Members to NOM Ref. 48/2024 and invited comments.

CliIr. J Connolly spoke briefly on this motion. Mayor P. Keane called for a show of
hands in favour of NOM 48/2024.

NOM 48/2024
Submitted by Cllr. J. Connolly on 03/11/2024
Seconded by Clir. D. Lyons
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Galway City Council would review the policy of not installing traffic calming
measures in established housing estates on a retrospective basis.

In favour: 12 Against: 0  Abstain: 0 Absent: 0 Present: 12
This motion was unanimously carried.

7. Questions
Mayor P. Keane referred Members to agenda item no. 7 and invited comments.

In relation to Q7/2024 Members were informed that a response issued on 06/11/204
and in relation to Q8/2024, a response issued on 08/11/2024.

Mr. P. Greene advised Members that a response to Q9/2024 will issue shortly.
8. Correspondence

Mayor P. Keane referred Members to agenda item no. 8 and invited comments.

Proposed by Clir. D. Lyons Seconded by: Mayor P. Keane
(a) Correspondence from Westmeath County Council, resolution passed regarding
SPHE programme in Schools, received on 14/10/2024.

(b) Correspondence from Roscommon County Council, resolution passed
regarding school transport, received on 15/10/2024.

(c) Correspondence from Roscommon County Council, resolution passed
regarding roadside trees, received on 15/10/2024.

(d) Correspondence from Donegal County Council, resolution passed regarding
hedge cutting, received on 11/10/2024.

(e) Correspondence from Donegal County Council, resolution passed regarding
extradition procedures, received on 11/10/2024.

(f) Correspondence from Fingal County Council, resolution passed regarding
transient visitor tax, received on 21/10/2024.
Correspondence was noted.

9. Items for Councillors Information
None

10.Conferences & Training

Mayor P. Keane referred Members to agenda item no. 10 and invited comments.

Proposed By: Clir. N. McNelis Seconded By: Clir. E. Seoighthe

Provider Details Date & Location

AILG Local Authority Finance and Budget | 24th October 2024,
Process 9.30am — 1pm
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Sligo Park Hotel,
Sligo
AILG Overview of New Planning Online Event
Legislation Friday 25" of October
2024 from 10-
11.30am
Conferences were noted and agreed.

10. Votes of Sympathy/Congratulations

Mayor P. Keane referred Members to agenda item no.11 and invited comments.

Proposed By: Cllir. F. Fahy Seconded By: Clir. D. Lyons
e Ms. Judy Greene, RIP e Ms. Marion Mullan RIP

e Mr. Tom Curran, RIP e Mr. Tom Giblin RIP

e Ms. Agnes O’'Brien RIP e Mr. Tim O’Sullivan (T.J.) RIP

e Mr. Johnny Duhan, RIP

Votes of Sympathy were noted.

Mayor P. Keane referred to the meeting dedicated to the late Billy Lawless and that it
was very much appreciated by the Lawless family and extended families.

Mayor P. Keane informed Members that a memorial service, dedicated to Billy

Lawless, will take place in the Galway Cathedral on December 5th at 4pm.

11. Any Other Business

ClIr. A. Curran asked everyone to acknowledge the ongoing search & rescue
operation for Maire Ni Fhatharta and he also wished to send condolences to the
family of Johnny Duhan, RIP. This was supported by all Members present.

The meeting concluded at 17:58.
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